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Summary: 
 

The purpose of this report is to seek the Cabinet Member’s approval of the Strategic 

Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) report and five-year housing supply 
position for 2022. 
 
 
Recommendation(s): 

 
(1) That Cabinet Member approves: 

 
The Strategic Housing Availability Assessment (SHLAA) report and the five-year 
housing supply position for 2022. 

 
 
Reasons for the Recommendation(s): 

 
To allow the SHLAA report and five-year housing supply position to inform decision 

making, both for Development Management and for policy purposes. 
 

 
Alternative Options Considered and Rejected: (including any Risk Implications) 

 

None. A SHLAA and five-year housing supply assessment is required every year as 
good practice and to help in decision making for planning applications and Local 

Plan monitoring.  
 
 
What will it cost and how will it be financed? 



 

 
 

 

 
(A) Revenue Costs 

Contained within existing revenue budgets 

 
 
(B) Capital Costs 

n/a 
 

Implications of the Proposals: 

 
Resource Implications (Financial, IT, Staffing and Assets): 

No resource implications 
 

Legal Implications: 

No legal implications 
 

Equality Implications: 

There are no equality implications.  
 

Climate Emergency Implications: 
 

The recommendations within this report will  

Have a positive impact  N 

Have a neutral impact Y 

Have a negative impact N 

The Author has undertaken the Climate Emergency training for 
report authors 

Y 

 

The SHLAA sets out what Sefton’s housing supply position is for the next 15 years. 
Whilst new housing can have a big impact upon climate supply, the SHLAA itself 
does not make decisions on what homes should be built or where. Decisions on 

development locations are set out, at the strategic level, in the Local Plan and, at 
the site-specific level, by planning applications and prior approval applications. The 

SHLAA report itself merely reflects decisions made elsewhere and provides an 
overview of the amount of housing that we may see in Sefton in coming years.  

 
Contribution to the Council’s Core Purpose: 

 

Protect the most vulnerable: 
n/a 

Facilitate confident and resilient communities: 

Helps identify if there is sufficient housing supply to meet Sefton’s housing needs.  

Commission, broker and provide core services: 
n/a 

Place – leadership and influencer: 

n/a 

Drivers of change and reform: 
n/a 

Facilitate sustainable economic prosperity: 



 

 
 

 

Having a sufficient supply of homes is important economic for Sefton’s 
communities. The SHLAA helps demonstrate that.  

Greater income for social investment:  
n/a 

Cleaner Greener 
n/a 

 
 
What consultations have taken place on the proposals and when? 

 
(A) Internal Consultations 

 

The Executive Director of Corporate Resources and Customer Services (FD 
7006/22) has been consulted and notes that there are no direct financial implications 

as a result of the recommendations contained within this report. 
 
Chief Legal and Democratic Officer has been consulted and has no comments (LD 

5206/22) 
 
(B) External Consultations  

 
Written to landowners and developers. Carried out a ‘Call for sites’. 

 
 

Implementation Date for the Decision 

 
Following the expiry of the “call-in” period for the Minutes of the Cabinet Meeting 

 
 
Contact Officer: Ian Loughlin 

Telephone Number: 0151 934 

Email Address: ian.loughlin@sefton.gov.uk  

 
 
Appendices: 

 
The following appendices are attached to this report:  
 

The 2022 Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment and five-year supply 
report. 
 
Background Papers: 
 

There are no background papers available for inspection. 
 



 

 
 

 

1. Introduction/Background 
 

1.1 Local planning authorities are required to update their housing supply position 
annually. This is done through a Strategic Housing Land Availability 
Assessment (SHLAA).  The SHLAA is important in identifying whether there is 

enough long-term housing supply to meet the requirements of the Local Plan. 
It also helps to identify whether the authority has a ‘five-year supply’ of 

deliverable housing land as required by planning regulations. This is important 
for decision making purposes and to help identify whether existing policies on 
housing supply are up to date. Being able to demonstrate a five-year supply of 

deliverable housing land can often help the Council resist housing proposals 
in inappropriate locations.  

 
2. 2022 Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment  

 

2.1 The 2022 Strategic Housing Land Availability Assessment (SHLAA) is base 
dated April 1st 2022 and covers 15 years to March 31st 2037. The SHLAA 

identifies the amount of land that is available for housing over the next 0-5 
years (i.e. the five-year supply position); 6-10 years; and 11-15 years.  

 
2.2 The sites included within the SHLAA were identified by: 

 Sites with existing planning permission 

 Assessing progress on housing allocations in the Local Plan 

 Carrying out a ‘Call for Sites’ exercise where any interested parties 

could submit sites for consideration.  

 Re-assessing existing sites in previous SHLAA reports, including those 

that previously had planning permission which had lapsed. 
 
2.3 The key messages coming from this year’s SHLAA is that the total housing 

land supply position for the fifteen-year period to 2037 is 11,409 homes. This 

represents an increase on the 2021 supply position which was 10,591 homes 

(2021-2036). This is due to a number of approvals on sites not included in last 

year’s assessment, and a less cautious approach to ‘windfalls’ (see below). 

2.4   A summary of the SHLAA position is below: 
 
 YEAR 

1-5 
YEAR 6-
10 

YEAR 11-
15 

YEAR 1-
15 

Large sites of new build homes 2988 1366 480 4834 

Small sites of new build homes 312 0 0 312 

Large Conversions to homes 381 180 0 561 

Small Conversions to homes 190 0 0 190 

Other Assessed Sites 11 230 0 241 

Allocated Sites without Planning 
Permission 787 1541 624 2952 

Self-Contained care accommodation  177 0 0 177 



 

 
 

 

 YEAR 
1-5 

YEAR 6-
10 

YEAR 11-
15 

YEAR 1-
15 

Communal (i.e. care homes, Homes in 

Multiple Occupation) 61 0 0 61 

Windfall Supply 
480 800 800 2080 

TOTAL  
5388 4117 1904 11409 

SHLAA summary 
 
2.5 The windfall supply, in the table above, is an estimation of the number of 

homes that we anticipate will occur in Sefton in the next 15 years on sites that 
we don’t yet know about. This is based on the average number of windfalls 

that have occurred in Sefton over the past 10 years. In calculating this we only 
consider smaller windfalls (20 units or fewer) as larger windfalls sites are less 
predictable and may not occur to the same level as previous years (although 

we often do very well on securing larger windfalls). We only apply the windfall 
allowance (which is 160 per year) from year 3 as completions in the first 2 

years will require an application to already be submitted and therefore known 
to us.  

 
3. Five-year supply 

 

3.1 National Planning Policy Framework sets out that Local Planning Authorities 
should be able demonstrate ‘a supply of specific deliverable sites sufficient to 
provide 5 years’ worth of housing (and appropriate buffer) against a housing 

requirement set out in adopted strategic policies (such as the Local Plan) or 
against their local housing need where the strategic policies are more than 
five years old’. Where local housing need is used as the basis for assessing 

whether a five year supply of specific deliverable sites exists, it should be 
calculated using the standard method set out in national planning guidance. 

 
3.2  Sefton’s Local Plan is now over 5 years old, so the basis for calculating 

whether we have a 5-year supply of deliverable housing land is the 

Government’s standard methodology. This is set out in Appendix B of the 
main report. The annual housing requirement for Sefton based on the 

standard methodology calculation is 609 dwellings per year (as opposed to 
694 in the Local Plan).  

 

3.3 The supply of specific deliverable sites should in addition include a buffer of 
either at least 5% to ensure choice and competition in the market for land. 

This should be increased to 20% where there has been significant under 
delivery of housing over the previous three years, to improve the prospect of 
achieving the planned supply. Based on the most recent results of the 

Housing Delivery Test, Sefton have not under delivered on housing delivery 
over the previous three years, and therefore a 5% buffer is applied.  

 



 

 
 

 

3.4 Therefore, based on the above, Sefton’s target for housing land for the next 

five years (2022/27) is as follows: 
 

Housing Requirement for next 

5 years  

5 years times the requirement of 609 

dwellings per year. 

3,045 

Buffer size 5% of 5 year housing requirement  152 
Total 5 year requirement  3,197 

 
3.5 The total number of homes identified in the SHLAA that to be included within 

the five-year supply time period is 5,388 homes (see above at paragraph 2.4).  
 
Housing supply 
 

3.6  As the housing land requirement over the next 5 years is for 3,197 homes 

(see above) the 5 years supply of deliverable housing land is equivalent to 8.4 
years.  

 

3.7 This is the highest amount of 5 year housing supply that we have been able to 
demonstrate. This due to two main reasons: 

 The Local Plan is over 5 years old and the housing supply position is 
now compared to the standard methodology approach rather than the Local 
Plan housing requirement 

 Many of large housing allocations in the Sefton Local Plan have now 
secured planning permission and are projected to deliver many homes in the 

next few years 
 
 
4. Next steps 

 

4.1 The SHLAA and 5-year supply position report will be published online. The 5-
year supply position will be available for reference in officer reports for 

planning applications and planning appeals when housing supply is a 
consideration. Next year’s SHLAA update will be undertaken earlier next year 
so that its publication is closer to the years end date (31st March 2023). No 

‘call for sites’ is proposed next year due having undertaken one quite recently. 
However, given that the Local Plan is over 5 years old, the Council will contact 
landowners of the housing allocations in the Local Plan that have made no 

progress. Furthermore, the Council provide a pre-application service if anyone 
considers a site may be suitable for housing.  

 
 


